Nursing assessment and nursing diagnosis in patients with peripheral vascular disease.
Effective nursing interventions are determined by the nursing diagnoses and associated etiologies. The diagnoses are derived from a complete data base that results from a thorough assessment. As the nurse proceeds through the process of differentiating among diagnoses, the focused cue search is essential. For the client with PVD, lifestyle changes, symptomatology, chronicity of the disease, and frequent contact with the health care system are the major influences on the diagnoses. These clients are likely to have potential for injury, potential for infection, impaired skin integrity, activity intolerance, alteration in tissue perfusion, alteration in comfort, and knowledge deficit. Other diagnoses are probable but are determined by the unique characteristics of each client.